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with India. Thirteen kings of this dynasty are said to have
reigned for a total period of 230 years. The second dynasty was
founded in the eighth century by a ruler referred to as Sri
Dharmavijaya, who was of pure Ksatriya descent. His grandson
married a daughter of the Pyu king of Sri Ksetra.
In about the year 760 Kolofeng, the second king of the
powerful T'ai kingdom of Nanchao, which occupied the West
and North-West of Yunnan, conquered the Pyu kingdom.
Allied with the Tibetans against China, and anxious to secure his
communications with the West, he decided that it w as necessary
to control the valley of the Upper Irrawaddy. He built a fortress
to control the tribes of the Irrawaddy plain, and enlisted some of
them in his armies. His successor, I-mou-hsun, on concluding
peace with China, sent a troupe of musicians, including Pyu,
to the Chinese court. They appeared there early in 800. Two
years later a formal Pyu embassy, led by Shunanto, son of a
chieftain referred to as Yung Chiang by the Chinese, accom-
panied a mission from Nanchao to Hsi-nan-fu. The songs and
dances of the Pyu so delighted the Imperial Secretary, Po
Chii-i, that he composed a poem in honour of the occasion.
It begins:
Music from the land of P'iao, music from the land of P'iao!
Brought hither from the great ocean's south-west corner.
Yung Ch'iang's son Shunant'o
Has come with an offering of southern tunes to fete the New
Year.
Our Emperor has taken his seat in the courtyard of the Palace.
A dance is presented; when it ends the Council of State advises
the Emperor
That such an occasion as an Emperor watching the P'iao
presenting new tunes
Ought to be recorded in the state annals} to be handed down
to future generations.
But an old fanner, hoeing the earth, sings a different song,
counselling the monarch to heal the sufferings of his subjects
rather than listen to P'iao music, and the poem ends